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When Reggie Shaw was 19
years old he was forced to serve
30 days in jail, drastically chang-
ing his life. He had been charged
with negligent homicide when his
inattention to driving had caused
a car crash killing two people.

Shaw had been texting at the
time of the accident.

Recently across the United
States there has been an effort to
crackdown on the potentially fa-
tal habit of texting while driving.
On January 26th, 2010 a federal
regulation was passed banning
commercial bus and truck driv-
ers from texting while driving.

Six states have prohibited hand-
held cell phones from being used
while driving while 19 states have
gone the extra step and specifi-
cally banned text messaging for
all drivers.

Marc Wong Senior is the in-
structor of Wong Way Driving
Academy where many Moanalua
students take driver’s education,
When asked how big of an issue
he believes texting while driving
is, Wong calls it an epidemic.

“If Oprah had to do a story on
it then it’s pretty bad,” he says,
referring to a recent No Texting
campaign launched this past
January by the highly influential
Oprah Winfrey.
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Like Oprah, Wong firmly be-
lieves in the dangers of texting
while driving. The curriculum
for the driver’s education course
that he teaches includes multiple
videos that demonstrate the many
hazards anyone has a chance of
encountering while on the road.

Several of these videos deal
with the risks one takes when one
shifts focus for a few seconds to
read or send a text message—a
moment that is said to increase the
likelihood of a crash or near-crash
by three times, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, (NHSTA)
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